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carry cattle. It was only the enormous and unexpected influx
of travellers that led to the construction of proper carriages
for their convenience. From the moment that the Liverpool
and Manchester railway proved a great success, lines began to
be laid all over the country. The public, which had once been
sceptical as to the whole matter, hastened to subscribe money
for every railway scheme that could be broached, even for
those which were obviously not likely to pay. The great
period of expansion lay between 1830 and 1850, and by the
later date all the present main lines, except the " Midland"
and the " London, Chatham, and Dover," had come into exist-
ence. Two great panics caused by over-speculation occurred
in 1836 and 1845, but the development of the national railway
system was such a genuine and such a profitable thing that
such troubles only gave it a momentary check.

Railways can go, thanks to the skill of the modem engineer,
into any corner of the earth where there is traffic sufficient to
make them pay. Hence their creation opened out numerous
corners of Great Britain which physical difficulties had hitherto
kept in seclusion and poverty. Wherever coal and iron existed,
they could now be utilized. Wherever manufactures are
produced, they can easily be conveyed to the centres of home
consumption or to the seaports which send them to foreign
lands. Not the least important side of railway extension was
that it made possible the easy transfer of labour from place to
place. Down to 1830 the population of England had not
been migratory; men seldom moved far from the region where
they had been born and bred. But with the sudden appearance
of means of quick and cheap locomotion, it became easy for
the working classes to go far afield. Even in remote country
districts the hitherto stationary rural classes began to move,
mainly in order to invade the towns, where labour was better
paid, and life more lively and bustling, if not more attractive
in other ways,                               *

The easy intercommunication between regions hitherto kept